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" When Salter has examined the fossils I will tell you
more. In the meantime I have left Slimon the happiest
man possible, and I intend, J). V., to give a little introduc-
tion to the description of the wonderful geological parish of
Lesmahagow, and the merits of the poor hut meritorious Dr.
Slimon, who, if he had been rich enough to visit his patients
on a horse, and had not travelled up the braes on foot,
would never have made this excellent hit. So, what with
my crystallized Lower Silurian1 fossils in quartz-rock
and marble of the Highlands, and the true uppermost
Silurians of the south of Scotland, I consider this a capital
summer."

And a very capital summer it proved to be. That bril-
liant dash at the Lanarkshire ground brought to light for the
first time in Scotland the true base of the Old Red Sand-
stone, and the true top of the Silurian formations. It thus
gave a new starting-point for the further investigation of the
geology of the country, and for the comparison of the rocks
of Scotland with those of England and Wales. Still more
important, however, was the step taken with regard to the
structure of the north-west Highlands. It was the first of
a series of excursions which revealed the actual foundation
stones on which all the geological formations of Britain have
been built, and brought the so-called azoic schists and
gneisses of Scotland into relation with the fossiliferous
Silurian deposits of other regions. The excursions, however,
were not continuously prosecuted in successive years. Mur-
chison had at once recognised the importance of the subject.

1 It had not yet been decisively proved that the fossils were Lo-wer
Silnrian, though the chances of their turning out to belong to that horizon
were very great, so great that Murchison regarded the point as practically
settled.y
